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“Actions are but by intentions and every man shall have what he intended...”

(Sahih Bukhart and Muslim)
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Allah has sent down the Supreme Discourse,
a Book consistent in its frequent repetitions.
The skins of those who fear their Lord tremble at it
and then their skins and hearts yield softly to the remembrance of Allah.
That is Allah”s guidance by which He guides whoever He wills.

And no one can guide those whom Allah misguides.

(39: 23)



Alhamdulillahi Rabbil ‘Aalameen
Was Salaatu was Salaamu ala Rasulillah

The verse quoted above refers to one of the key features of the Noble Qur’an: that it
contains much repetition. The same narration would be repeated in different chapters of
the Qur’an but in each case in a slightly different way. These type of ayat - the ones
which closely resemble one another - are called Mutashabihat! and they are the most

difficult ones to memorize.

| remember one occasion during the time when | was busy doing my hifz: one of my
classmates tested me by reciting part of an ayah, and | was expected to then continue the
recitation. The verse he chose however was one of the Mutashabihat, and because of that
| recited it incorrectly. I recited a verse similar to it but belonging to a different surah.
This student who tested me used to pay close attention to the Mutashabihat and would

mark them in his mus-haf. Once | had completed my hifz, | then started doing the same.

Much later | decided to compile all of these Mutashabihat, and this is what you have with
you now. The idea was that others would then also be able to benefit from it: they could
refer to it to easily find the location of all ayat which resemble one another and take note
of them, since it is not always that easy to know where these ayat are. At first | had
included only those verses which | personally found difficulty with and which I had
marked in my mus-haf. But this issue of the Mutashabihat is a very individualistic one —
a set of verses that might cause me confusion and that | would struggle with might not be
a problem for someone else. And | might not have any difficulty with another set of
Mutashabihat whereas for someone else it could be quite challenging to memorize them.
So when I came across a phonetic search engine of the Qur’an online, I decided to
expand the list. Ayat were thereafter included simply on the basis of them bearing some
resemblance to other ayat, even if | felt that it was something which would not be a cause

of confusion to anyone. Thus even the basmalah is included in the list.

! The word Mutashabihat is used here in the sense understood by the Huffaz, and not in the manner
understood in the science of ‘Ulum al-Quran.



How to make use of this work

Use this list to look up any ayah in the Qur’an that you struggle with due to it being one
of the Mutashabihat. Then in the margin of your mus-haf write down the reference for the
location of other ayat which are similar to it. In future when you learn this ayah, then
focus on those other ayat as well. Pay close attention to the similarities and the
differences between them, and take note of where each one is in the Qur’an. Do this only
for those ayat which you personally have difficulty with. | would advise against going
through the list and trying to focus on all of the ayat that have been included in it. This is
simply because there are so many of them and this might then make your task of hifz
seem much more daunting. You could then become discouraged or de-motivated, which
is the opposite of what this work is supposed to achieve. It is supposed to help you and
make things easier, not make it more difficult. | honestly believe that most of the
Mutashabihat included in this list should pose you no difficulty at all. The ones which do

are only a tiny fraction in comparison.

It might be tempting to ignore all this and not focus on the Mutashabihat at all, but it is
something you need to do if you want to perfect your hifz. The strength of your hifz is

dependent on your mastery of the Mutashabihat.



Methodology

There are a number of books that have been written on this topic, but I think what might
make this one a bit different from the rest is its use of colour-coding. For each set of
Mutashabihat the ayat are quoted in full, and then the particular portion of the ayah

which resembles another ayah is highlighted in red. Example:

Surah 2 Ayah 8
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Sometimes more than one part of the ayah is Mutashabih. In this case additional colours

are used, in this order: green, blue, orange and purple. Example:

Surah 2 Ayah 22
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In other cases where more than one part of the ayah is Mutashabih, each one is dealt with
separately. The original ayah is repeated before each set, and only red is used to highlight

the resembling parts. Example:

Surah 2 Ayah 24
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Surah 2 Ayah 24
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For each set of Mutashabihat all the verses are repeated in the various surahs. However if
a particular set involved five or more ayat, then they would only be included in the first
surah. In the subsequent surahs you would simply be referred back to the first one.

Example:

Surah 2 Ayah 7
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Surah 3 Ayah 176

Referto 2: 7 — Juz 1.



Due to the fact that the compilation of this list spanned a number of years, there is
unfortunately some inconsistency in how things were done. In the beginning I would
highlight those parts of the ayat which are similar to one another, even if there might be
some slight differences between them. Example:

Surah 2 Ayah 25
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Later | would be more precise and would only highlight those parts which are exactly the
same. This was so that one could easily pick up on the differences between the ayat.

Example:

Surah 2 Ayah 57

;@;Juumwbsswu\jws\es&u}\jew\esgcumj
Oy sl adnail 1508 B85 6 palls ey
(2: 57)

-

BE ;mmwyusm:sjbmmww" ) aatald s
US(JsAa” e G Ae aiils Saal) dlian; &yl
u uzbw\jssdpbu‘m*hu}\”w\?@;mj°“f°~
&l sl 18 G5 G salls e 2818 5 5

(7: 160)



Acknowledgements

Jazakallahu khair to Jamal Al-Nasir for his Holy Qur’an Viewer software. All ayat were

copied using that program.

Jazakumullahu khair also to the developers of the Qur’an phonetic search engine on the
IslamiCity website. Without that piece of technology this compilation would most

certainly have not been possible.

| ask Allah subhanahu wa ta’ala that He makes this work a means of benefit to all huffaz
and students of hifz, and that He accepts it from me and makes it weigh heavily on my
scale of good deeds. May He make the Qur’an the spring of our hearts, the light of our
chests, the comforter of our sorrows and the removal of our worries. May He make it
easy for us to perfect our hifz and may He grant us the honour of reciting the Qur’an in

the Hereafter, ascending thereby the ranks of Paradise, Ameen.

Hafiz Munowar Harneker
(9" Rabi’ al-Awwal 1433 / 2" February 2012)
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“Oh Allah!

Indeed, we seek Your protection from knowingly associating anything with You,

and we seek Your forgiveness for what we are unaware of.”

(Musnad Ahmad)



